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MISSIONARY PAPER, NO. 16. 
THE DUTY OF CHRISTIANS TO SUPPORT MISSIONARIES 
TO THE HEATHEN. 


By the Rev. Stzpnzn Frontis, Iredell County, N. C. 


3 Joun, v. 8 That we might be fellow-helpers to the 
* truth. 


Tue connexion in which these detached words are 
found, we learn by reading from the 5th verse of this 
Epistle to the close of the 8th verse. “Beloved,” saysthe 


Apostle John to Gaius, to whom the Epistle is addressed, 
“thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the breth- 
ren, and to strangers which have borne witness of thy 
charity before the church; whom if thou bring forward 
on their journey after a goodly sort, thou shalt do well: 
Because that for his name’s sake they went forth, taking 
nothing of the Gentiles. We therefore ought to receive 
such, that we might be fellow-helpers to the truth.” 

It appears that this Gaius, to whom this Epistle was 
written, had distinguished himself in the church by hrs 
hospitality and beneficence to christians, and especially to 
ministers of the gospel, who had gone forth from their 
native land, and friends, and possessions, for the love they 
bore to the Lord Jesus Christ, that they might proclaim 
his gospel, and make known the unsearchable riches of 
his grace, to those that were yet heathen, enveloped im all 
the darkness, and sunk in all the pollution of idolatry. 

In the discharge of this holy work, these primitive mrs- 
sionaries to the heathen, received nothing of the Gentiles, 
among whom and for whom they labored; that they might 
thus take off all suspicion of mercenary views and motives 
in making known the gospel of the grace of God; and 
though fully entitled to a support, they chose to waive the 
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right of demanding it of those who had hitherto lived in 
idolatry, and who could not be supposed to understand 
and feel at once their obligation to support the ministers 
of Christ. It became, then, the duty of Gaius and of all 
private christians to receive cordially, to help on their 
journey, and to sustain in their labors, all those who had 
given themselves to the work of carrying the gospel among 
the heathen; that by so doing they “might be fellow helpers 
to the truth.” 

These words of our text express briefly— 

THE DUTY OF CHRISTIANS TO SUPPORT MISSIONARIES 
TO THE HEATHEN; and this is the subject to which | invite 
your serious and prayerful attention at this time. 

It is the will of God that his truth, contained in the Serip- 
tures of the Old and New Testaments, ghould be dissem- 
inated over the earth, and undermine that kingdom of 
falsehood and delusion which, in consequence of sin, has 
overspread the, whole world. To this end God has ap- 
pointed an order of men, and instituted a system of 
means, which will effectually scatter the darkness of error 
and guilt in which the world has been lying for near six 
thousand years. 

_ These men, ordained of God as his messengers to a 
lost race, are to ‘“‘go into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature;” and the system of means 
appointed of God, to enlighten, renew and sanctify the 
children of men, is to be extended to every part of the 
world. Now this system of means, which consists in- 
sending the living teacher and the Bible to those that are 
in darkness;—forming into churches those that are convert- 
ed to the faith;—instructing the rising generation,—and 
administering the ordinances of God’s house,—is to be put 
into operation, and to be sustained, by the instrumentality 
of men, who are honored with the name of ‘co-workers 
with God.” For although the work is the Lord’s and the 
efficacy of the means results from his blessing, yet has he 
committed the treasure of the gospel to earthen-vessels. 
And it is not only by ministers of the gospel, as instru- 
ments, that this system of means is to be put into operation 
and sustained, but by private Christians in like manner, 
who by so doing—become “‘fellow-helpers to the truth.” 

To state as clearly as we can the truths and duties 
implied and expressed in these words of our text, we 
ebserve— : 
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1. That the phrase “‘fellow-helpers to the truth,” whick 
private Christians are exhorted to become, supposes others 
already engaged in the same cause. 

These were preachers, who, in those days, for the love 
they bore to the Lord Jesus, went forth to the Gentiles, to 
spread the savor of his knowledge; and who, for the sake 
of his cause, would not burden the Gentiles with their 
support. This order of men has ever existed in the 
church, for, in it, God has appointed some evangelists, as 
well as some pastors and teachers. Indeed, without these 
evangelists the command of Christ, to “preach the gospel 
to every creature,” could never be fulfilled. 

We say that this order of men has ever existed in the 
church; not indeed that their number has always been 
the same, or has been at all adequate to the wants of the 
world. ‘There has always been on the part of the church 
a shameful deficiency here. Prayer has not been offered 
up with that earnestness, and faith, and perseverance, 
which the urgency of the case demanded, that ‘the Lord 
of the harvest would send forth laborers into his harvest.” 
And when some few, in different ages of the church, have 
gone forth, in obedience to their Lord, to preach the gos- 
pel to perishing heathen, there has not been found that 
number of ‘‘fellow-helpers to the truth” necessary to sus- 
tain them in their arduous and holy work. Hence the 
good which some few devoted men have been able to 
accomplish, has been in some measure lost to the church, 
by the want of this help, so necessary to maintain what 
little ground had been possessed. 

But blessed be the name of the Lord, a new era has 
dawned upon the world. The spirit of missions, which we 
believe is the spirit of the gospel, has been diffused through 
a considerable portion of the church, and is still on the 
increase. ‘There are now found many, who, as they give 
themselves to the work of the ministry, do not take it for 
granted that they are to remain at home; but as they 
believe and feel that the world is the field, and that it 
belongs to the great Head of the church to mark out the 
particular spot in which each of his servants should labor, 
constrained by the love of Christ, they exclaim in the 
language of Isaiah, ‘‘Here am I, send me.” 

And whany of late years have already gone, from the 
churches of America and of Great Britain, and of some 
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parts of Continental Europe, to heathen lands; and man 
more are on the eve of their departure to the same field; and 
many others have offered their services to be employed m 
the same work; willing to forego all the nameless comforts 
and endearments of home and country, that they may tell 
those that are ready to perish, that “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believ- 
eth in him, should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
And now the question to every Christian is: Shall the 
work of evangelizing the heathen, so happily commenced, 
be abandoned? Shall those who have already gone to that 
field to proclaim and diffuse the truth of God, be suffered to 
die, without even the hope that others will soon enter upon 
their labor, to carry on the work they have commenced, 
because there are no “‘fellow-helpers to the truth” at home? 
Shall the great and effectual doors opened to the ministers 
of Christ, in almost every heathen land, be closed by the 
covetousness of professors of religion? ‘If thou,” my hearer, 
‘forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and 
those that are ready to be slain; if thousayest, Behold, we 
knew it not; doth not He that pondereth the heart, con- 
sider it? and He that keepeth thy soul, doth not He know 
it? and shall not He render to every man according to his 
works?” We repeat the question then,—Shall the work of 
evangelizing the heathen be abandoned, because there 
are no ‘‘fellow-helpers to the truth” found in our churches, 
willing to sustain the foreign missionary in his work of 
faith and labor of love? For, 

2. We learn from our text, as well as from other parts 
of the word of God, that those who, for the love of Christ, 
go forth to the Gentiles, are to be sustained in their 
work. 

It is clear that, although the missionary to the heathen 
may think it expedient not to insist upon his right to a 
support from them,—even as the Apostle Paul sometimes 
did,—the appointment of God remains still in force, who 
has said that ‘‘the laborer is worthy of his hire.” If mis- 
sionaries deem that the success of the cause of Christ 
demands, that they should waive their right among those 
for whom they labor; it is evident that they must still be 
supported. ‘The outfit of a missionary to a distant foreign 


land is attended with considerable expense. Books, to’ 


enable him to acquire the language of the country to which 
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he is going, are absolutely necessary. He must also 
have elementary works in considerable quantity, or the 
means to procure them, to establish and sustain schools 
among the natives. A theological library is also necessary; 
and every thing calculated to facilitate his labors among 
the people to whom he is sent. Moreover, his passage 
across the ocean, and his support after his arrival, until 
he is able to preach in the language of the country, must 
necessarily be attended with great expense. 

Now all this expense must be borne, either by his own 
manual labor, or by the contributions of others. It is 
admitted that sometimes primitive missionaries to the 
heathen supported themselves by their own manual labor. 
Paul did so on certain occasions; at the same time that 
he fully asserted his right to a support from the people 
among whom he labored. And no doubt, there have been 
cases since his day, in which missionaries to the heathen 
received nothing of the people among whom they labored, 
and were dependent altogether upon their own exertions 
fora support. And we do not say but that similar cases may 
again occur; in which a missionary may be placed entirely 
out of the reach of the benefactions of Christian churches, 
and be thrown entirely upon his own resources for a sup- 
port. But these are only exceptions to the general rule 
laid down by the Lord himself—‘‘that they which min- 
ister about holy things, live of the things of the temple; 
and they which wait at the altar be partakers with the 
altar. Even so hath he ordained, that they which preach 
the gospel shall live of the gospel.” 

Now, in this age of the church, we believe that it is 
génerally inexpedient, if not impracticable, for mission- 
aries to the heathen to support themselves by their own 
manual labor. There are but few of those who enter the 
holy ministry, who have ever been taught a mechanical 
trade. And of those that have, it is evident that they 
could not pursue it to any advantage whatever, among a 
people of whose language they are entirely ignorant. But 
even if they could find employment of this kind, their 
acquisition of the language of the country would be great- 
ly retarded thereby, since all the time that should be de- 
voted to its acquirement, would be employed in the pur- 
suit of their mechanical business. Any one acquainted 
with the acquisition of a foreign language, especially that 
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of an uncivilized heathen nation, where few and some- 
times no books, nor any suitable teacher, can be found to 
facilitate the progress of the student, does know, that it 
| requires three, four, and sometimes five years, of close 
1 application, before an individual is able to understand 
; the natives with ease, and to speak fluently in their lan- 
guage. But ifthe most of a missionary’s time is to be 
employed in manual labor for his own support and that of 
his family, it will be very difficult to fix upon any period \ 
when he will be able to preach intelligibly to the natives. 
Now all the difficulties arising from this source were 
removed from the Apostles, who were endowed with the 
gift of tongues; and who, if they were at any time reduced 
to the necessity of laboring with their own hands for their: 
support, could, at the same time, by the miraculous gift 
of the Holy Ghost, not only preach with ease in the lan- 
guage of the people, but communicate, without any dan- 
ger of error, all the counsel of God. We think, therefore, 
that it would be highly inexpedient, if not practicable, 
| for missionaries to the heathen to be dependent on their 
H own manual exertions for a temporal support. And this 
| leads us to observe, what we think is also taught in the 
words of our text. : 
| That massionaries to the heathen are to be supported by 
q the contributions of others. 
iN Now this can only be by the heathen themselves among 
ig whom they labor, or by the churches at home that have 
rf sent them. But this support cannot be expected from the 
i heathen. People do not make sacrifices for a thing which 
they do not value; nor can they value that the want of 
ii which they do not feel. ‘This, however, only renders the i 
i case of the heathen the more deplorable; and shows us : 
ny their perishing need of the gospel. Does the maniac ask 
a our pity or our help? No he sings in his cell, and deems 
i it a palace, and himselfa king. But is he the less entitled 
| to our compassion on this account? So far from it, none, 
we feel, call so loudly on our commiseration as those mis- 
: erable fellow-creatures whose very malady renders them 
"y insensible to their situation. It isso with the heathen,— 
4 they are perishing in their ignorance and in their guilt; 
y but they are altogether unaffected with their deplorable 
‘ condition. It should then be our concern to render them 
sensible of their want. They will not come to us, to ask 
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of us that blessing the want of which they do not feel; we 
must then go to them, unsolicited by them; and we must 
seek, if we would save, that which is lost. 

If then missionaries must go to the heathen unsolicited by 
them, it is clear that the expense of sending them, and 
their support in the first instance in foreign countries, 
cannot be expected from the heathen themselves. 

Again, we observe, that when the gospel is first sent to 
a heathen people, and christian churches are first planted 
among them, it is highly expedient that nothing~ should 
be asked of such a people, or of the first converts to chris- 
tianity for the support ofthe gospel. 

It was doubtless from such reasons of expediency that 
the Apostle Paul sometimes declined receiving any thing of 
those among whom he labored; lest he should appear mer- 
cenary, and prejudice men against the doctrine of the gospel. 
Writing to the Corinthians in his first Epistle, chap. 1x; 
after claiming hisright to a support, he says: ‘“‘Nevertheless 
we have not used this power,” (i. e. toabstain from manual 
labor and claim a support at your hands) “‘but suffer all 
things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ.”’ And 
in his second Epistle, to the same church, chap. x1; he 
says: ‘‘I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to. 
do you service. And when I was present with you, and 
wanted, I was chargeable to no man: for that which was 
lacking to me, the brethren which came from Macedonia 
supplied. And in all things I have kept myself from being 
burdensome to you, and so will I keep myself.” ‘The 
same motive of expediency, it is supposed, induced those 
primitive missionaries of whom the Apostle John speaks 
in his third Epistle, to go forth, “taking nothing of the 
Gentiles;” that is, as some understand it, of the believing 
Gentiles recently converted to the faith, for so the word 
frequently means. It is highly expedient, we say, that 
nothing should be asked of the heathen, when missionaries 
are sent to them, nor of the first converts to christianity, 
for the support of the gospel; and this for the following 
reasons. | 

(1.) Because false teachers and errorists of all de- 
scriptions have always boasted much of this, that they 
preach the gospel without charge. And it is necessary 
that wherein any of the emissaries of Satan are bold, the 
Christian minister should be bold also. 








8 The Duty of Christians to support 


This is precisely one of the motives that induced the 
Apostle Paul to receive nothing of the Corinthians when 
he preached the gospel to them; as we find by referring 


again to his second Epistle to that church, chap. xi;—_ 


where, after saying that he never was chargeable to them, 
and that in all things he had kept himself from being bur- 
densome to them, and would continue so to keep himself, 
he adds; “As the truth of Christ is in me, no man shall 
stop me of this boasting in the regions of Achaia. Where- 
fore? Because I love you not? God knoweth. But what 
¥ do, that I will do, that I may cut off occasion from them 
which desire occasion; that, wherein they glory they may 
be found even as we. [Jor such are false apostles, deceit- 
ful workers, transforming themselves into the Apostle of 
Christ. And no marvel, for Satan himself is transformed 
into an angel of light. ‘Therefore it is no great thing if 
his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their 
works.” 

(2.) It is expedient also, not to ask any thing of young 
disciples, because the enemies of Christianity are always 
ready to prejudice the minds of such against their teachers, 
if these ask a support at their hand; endeavoring to per- 
suade Christians that their ministers are actuated only by 
the love of money in preaching the gospel. ‘T’he Apostle 
Paul suffered from this slander, as is evident from his 
defence to the Corinthian church, in his second Epistle, 
ehap. xii: where he says: “I seek not yours, but you.’’— 
i. e. I seek not to obtain your property or money, as I am 
falsely charged, but to win your souls to Christ. ‘But 
be it so,” my enemies will say, ‘1 did not burden you.” 
‘“‘Nevertheless,” they add, “being crafty, I caught you 
with guile; "i.e, being artful, I devised other means to 
obtain your property, and caught you with cunning, mak- 
ing others the instruments of my mercenary principles, 
while I appeared myself so disinterested. This charge 
the Apostle rejects with indignity.—‘‘Did I make a gain 
of you, by any of them whom I sent unto you? I desired 
Titus, and with him I sent a brother. Did Titus make a 
gain of you? Walked we not in the same spirit? Walked 
we not in the same steps?”’ 

(3.) Again we observe, it is expedient that missionaries 
to the heathen should not ask any thing of young converts 
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for their support, because such are but babes in knowledge 
and in grace; they cannot be expected to understand, at 
once, all their obligations to their spiritual teachers. 
Regard must be had to their weakness and limited knowl 
edge of Christian duties; and every thing avoided which 
might prejudice their minds against the truth, and draw 
them aside from following the ministers of Christ, before 
they have acquired sufficient strength and knowledge 
to discern the devices of Satan and to resist his tempta- 
tions. 

This is precisely another reason that induced the Apos- 
tle Paul not to be chargeable to the Corinthian church; 
when, after declaring that he would not be burdensome to 
them, he adds: 2d Cor., xii. 14. “For the children ought 
not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the chil- 
dren:” i. e. It is not from young children that aged 
parents can look for that support to which their age entitles 
them; but from those of their offspring that have arrived 
at adult age, and can feel their immense obligations to 
them. Young converts are but babes in Christ, and can- 
not be expected to comprehend as fully as young men and 
fathers in the church, the duty of supporting the ministers 
of Christ. Young converts are feeble, and of course easily 
led astray and stumbled; and so far from their being able 
to help and sustain others, they have need to be sustained 
themselves. 

If then, as we have endeavored to show, it would be in 
most cases, inexpedient, and even impracticable, for 
foreign missionaries to support themselves by their own 
manual labor, if it cannot be expected, in the very nature 
of things, that the heathen would send for missionaries, 
and be willing to bear their expenses and support them, 
and if requiring this support of the first disciples in 
heathen lands would be highly inexpedient, then it fol- 
lows, ie 

4. That the support of those who for the sake of 


iy 
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Christ go forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles, must 
of necessity devolve on Christians at home.  'This is evi- 
dently the duty inculcated in the text. “That we might 
be fellow-helpers to the truth.’ When we say that this 











duty of supporting missionaries to the heathen devolves 
on Christians at home; we do not mean to say that this 
is simply the duty of Christians in general, but of every 
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individual member in particular, for the injunction in our 
text is given to a private Christian. It is then the duty 
of all such to become “‘fellow-helpers to the truth.’’ 

If it should be asked, what is the particular help here 
enjoined? Or, in what way must we become ‘‘fellow- 
helpers to the truth?” We reply, that by referring to the 
context, we find that it is to receive, to help on their 

journey, and to sustain in their work, those who have given 
themselves to the work of the Lord, in carrying the gospel 
among the heathen.—Remembering also that all this is to 
be done ‘‘after a godly sort.” 

By receiving missionaries to the heathen, we understand 
that we should manifest towards them all that cordiality, 
and kindness, and hospitality, and Christian regard, which 
indicate that we do approve of their devotedness to this 
best of all causes; that we esteem them highly in love for 
their work’s sake, and deem it our glory to be permitted to 
become ‘‘fellow-helpers” with them in carrying the truth of 
God to pagan lands. 

By helping them on their journey, and sustaining them 
w their work, we understand that contributions of a 
pecuniary kind should be made by us. who remain at 
home, to carry on with efficiency the missionary operations 
of the day. In the discharge of this duty, sacrifices must 
of necessity be made; for we must not only give what we 
can spare with perfect ease, but, as the spiritual wants of 
the world are amazingly great, our contributions should 
bear a due proportion to these wants; though it may cost 
us self denial, and the sacrifice of many of the conveniences 
of lite. And why should we not make such sacrifices? 
What is all the money that can be cast into the treasury of 
God, compared with their gift, who give themselves, their 
home, their country, and their all, in obedience to the last 
command of our Divine Master, ‘‘Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature!” And let it 
never be forgotten, that if missionaries to the heathen are 
to be sustained in their work, then the contributions of 
which we speak, whatever sacrifice they may cost, are to 
be offered not only once, but are to be repeated again and 
again, even to the end of our life. ‘Io do good and to. 


communicate, forget not: for with such sacrifices God is 
well pleased.” 
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In his practical observations on the words of our text, 
the judicious and excellent Dr. Scott says: ‘‘Every one 
according to his abilities, ought to assist such persons, 
(viz. missionaries to the heathen) as circumstances require; 
that they may be ‘‘fellow-helpers to the truth,’ not asa 
matter of choice, or as if giving an alms; but as the per- 
formance of an incumbent duty, the payment of a debt, 
the return of gratitude due, not only to God, but those 
missionaries, who first, by such exertions and privations, 
brought the gospel into our land, and ‘who being dead 
yet speak,” and say, “‘Go and do likewise.” Indeed that 
money must be well expended, which promotes the faithful 
preaching of the gospel, in any part of the world; and it 
is greatly to be wished, that all Christians would try to 
save, not only a litéle, but, if practicable very much, from 
their expenses, in order to create a fund for conducting 
such important designs.” 

We observed that from the context we learn, that we 
are to become ‘‘fellow-helpers to the truth,” not only by 
receiving, helping on their journey, and sustaining in their 
work foreign missionaries,—but that all this is to be done 
“after a godly sort;” that is, as it is fit to receive and 
to assist the ministers of God; or in a manner worthy 
of God, as serving Him in this, and desiring to promote 
his glory. 

If we were told of strangers and pilgrims that were 
entertained in their journey, by a certain individual, in a@ 
princely manner, or in a manner worthy of a prince, we 
would understand at once, that in their entertainment, not 
only every convenience, but even every lucury was afforded. 
Missionaries are to be helped in their journey and sustained 
in their work, “‘after a godly sort,” that is, in a manner 
worthy of God. The contribution should not be such as 
is given to get rid of an importunate beggar; but it should 
be a contribution worthy of the noble cause in which the 
missionary is engaged; I will not say commensurate with 
our obligations to the Son of God, but with the particular 
wants of a world lying in wickedness. Speaking on the 
love of money, as the chief prevention of the missionary 
cause, the celebrated Mr. Foster in his Spirit of Missions, 
says, respecting the covetous man: 

“As this unhappy man may very possibly be a frequenter 
of our religious assemblies, and even a pretender to per- 
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sonal religion, he is solicited, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
to bring forth something from his store in aid of the good 
cause. He refuses, perhaps; or, much more probably, 
just saves the appearance and irksomeness of formally 
doing that, by contributing what is immeasurably below 
all fair proportion to his means; what isin such dispropor- 
tion to them, that a general standard taken from it, would 
reduce the contributions of very many other persons, to a 
fraction of the smallest denomination of our money, and 
would very shortly break up the mechanism of human 
operation for prosecuting a generous design; throwing it 
directly on Providence and miracle; with a benediction 
perhaps uttered by this man, (for he will be as liberal of 
cant as parsimonious of gold) on the all sufficiency of that 
last resource: Yes, God shall have the glory of the salvation 
of the heathen, while he is happy to have secured the 
more important point—the saving of his money.” 

To encourage Christians properly to sustain the mis- 
stonaries of the cross, they should remember, that what- 
ever act of kindness is done toa servant of Christ, the 
Lord regards as done to himself, and will reward his peo- 
ple accordingly; for he has said to his servants; Matt. x. 
40. “He that receiveth you, receiveth me, and he that 
receiveth me, receiveth him that sent me.” And at the 
last day he will say to those on his right hand, in reference 
to their acts of benevolence and love to his people, Matt. 
xxv. 40. “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the last of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.”’ 


We design now to bring this subject to a close with a 
few practical remarks. | 

1. My dear hearers, to become “<fellow-helpers to the 
truth” is indispensable to support that system of means, 
appointed by the Lord himself, to evangelize the nations of 
the earth. Should all professors of religion refuse, as some 
do, to be “‘fellow-helpers to the truth,” in the sense in 
which we have endeavored to show the expression is to 
be understood, the heathen would all go down to destruc- 
tion generation after generation, and the church itself 
would soon become extinct. Now we know that this will 
never happen, because the promise of God is sure, that 
“the gates of hell shall never prevail against his church;” 





Missionaries to the Heathen. 12 


ant that “‘the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” If we altogether 
remain idle, or hold our peace, deliverance to the heathen 
will arise from some other quarter, and at the last day 
the Judge of all will consider our unwillingness to sustain 
his servants, as an evidence of our want of love to him: 
“Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, 
ye did it not to me.” 

(2.) Tobe a“‘fellow-helper to the truth” is inseparable 
From the Christian character. ‘He that is not with me,” 
says the Lord Jesus Christ ‘fis against me; and he that 
gathereth not with me, scattereth abroad.” If the love 
of money prevents us from becoming co-workers with God 
in the great work of sending the gospel to every creature, 
we should remember that “no covetous man, who is an 
idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ, 
and of God.” 

It is highly probable that the missionary operations of 
the day, in the effects they produce upon professors of 
religion, afford as good a test of religious character, as did 
the persecutions raised against the church in former ages. 
Not that all who aid these religious institutions are, on 
that account, real Christians; we can no more admit this, 
than we can believe that every one that suffered martyr- 
dom, must of necessity have been a true believer. But we 
mean that those who perseveringly refuse to give of their 
worldly substance to sustain the benevolent operations 
of the age, after all the light which has been thrown on 
the subject, give as little evidence of their love to Christ, 
as those who in a time of persecution, thought it more 
prudent to withdraw from the company of the disciples, 
that they might thus save their property and their lives. 

(3.) My last remark is, that we ought all immediately 
to engage in the good work of sustaining missionaries of 
the cross in their arduous labor, and persevere in this even 
to the end of life, from the consideration that should all 
private Christians, at this day, at once become ‘‘fellow- 
helpers to the truth,” the earth would very soon “be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord.” Hab. ii: 
14. If we reflect on what the Apostles and their immediate 
successors did, we must be convinced that there is 
strength, and wealth, and ministers enough in the church 
to accomplish this glorious object; and if there is not faith 
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and zeal enough, the fault is our own, and ours should be 
the shame. 

But let every one determine that, with the help of 
God’s grace, he will be a ‘‘fellow-helper to the truth;” 
that if he dies without being permitted to see the latter 
day glory, it may not be owing to any want of due co-oper- 


ation on his part, sustained with zeal even to the end of 
life. 


gah SR eee? 


Extracts from the seventeenth Report of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 


Every genuine believer in Christianity, and every other 
person who is willing to see things as they are, may easily 
be convinced, that the circulation of the Bible, the estab 
lishment of schools in which the true religion is taught, 
and the faithful preaching of the gospel, will as certaimly 
change the moral condition and prospects of a community, 
as the introduction of true systems of geography and ae 
tronomy into seminaries of learning, will banish the absur- 
dities of Hindoo philosophy. Doubtless no human instra- 
mentality is adequate to effect the conversion of a single 
soul; but wherever human instrumentality is cogently ap- 
plied to this object, for a series of years, it 1s so universally 
attended by a higher influence, that this united effect of 
human labor and divine energy seems a part of the settled 
plan of God’s administration. It is not more certain that 
industry tends to the accumulation of property, or that 
study and observation enrich the mind with knowledge, 
than that the preaching of the gospel, in whatever coun- 
try, is made the means of preparing souls for heaven. And 
to bring the matter home to the bosom of each individual, 
a man may just as reasonably expend his property in large 
sums, and in pursuance of a settled plan of action, in the 
expectation of being the voluntary and happy instrument 
of saving souls from death, and bringing them to glory, as 
he may sow his field in expectation of a harvest, or lay 
the foundation of his house in hope of completing it, or 
send his ship to sea in hope of a return. He may as 
reasonably expect to succeed in the first object, as in the 
others; and if his motive be right, he cannot fail of his 
reward. 
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The man who sends a missionary to Africa or Asia, 
though his missionary should die on the passage, will have 
it remembered to his honor when this world shall have 
passed away, that he stretched out his hand to raise his 
distant fellow-creatures from degradation and sin; that he 
made a serious effort, at a personal sacrifice, to impart to 
the sufferers on another continent the blessings which he 
valued in his own case; and that he set an example of 
benevolence and public spirit, which, if followed by all 
who entertain similar hopes, would soon change the con- 
dition of the world, and fill it with righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. The man, who sends 
forth in different languages a great number of Bibles and 
Tracts, may, after pursuing this course for several years, 
come to the firm persuasion, that he has aided many souls 
in their escape from death, and probably conveyed the 
light of life to some minds, that would otherwise have 
remained in utter darkness forever. 

It should be deeply impressed upon the heart of every 
Christian, especially in these days, that sinners are as 
truly saved by human instrumentality, from sinking into 
the gulf of perdition, as the shipwrecked mariner is res- 
cued from a watery grave by the adventurous interposition 
af spectators, who hasten to his relief in a life-boat. Why 
is it, then, that any man should think himself a consistent 
Christian, without laboring as strenuously to exert some 
agency in bringing immortal souls to glory, as the most 
enterprising merchant, or the most industrious farmer, 
labors for the acquisition of wealth? Both these classes 
af objects are sought voluntarily, and both with hopes of 
success. But how amazing the disparity in their value; 
and with how much alacrity the least valuable are sought, 
while those which are of more intrinsic worth than the 
material universe, are neglected. 

The simple question is, when distant nations call to us 
for the gospel, Are we able to send it? Not, whether we 
can send it with little self-denial, with a small effort, 
which shall not interfere with any of our favorite plans of 
ease and personal gratification. But can we impart the 
means of salvation to our fellow-sinners by a great and 
long continued effort, by the most strenuous exertions, and 
by such an agonizing struggle, as a drowning man would 
make for the preservation of his life, or as the votary of 
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human applause would make for the vindication of his 
character? Is money wanted? It must be provided, if 
it is at the disposal of the church and its friends. Are 
laborers needed?) They must be inquired for, and dili- 
gently sought, and suitably furnished for the work, and 
sent forth to it, at the earliest moment possible. 

From the history of past ages, and from a rapid glance 
over the surface of the world lying in wickedness, we 
know that a moral pestilence has prevailed for six thousand 
years, and is still prevailing;—a pestilence, under whose 
fatal influence countless myriads of immortal beings are 
cat off from happiness and from hope. An effectual 
remedy is at hand; but till this very day, the evil has 
received little check, comparatively; and now, while we 
speak, its desolating waves roll over the nations. In the 
midst of this appalling calamity, faithful missionaries are 
seen, in many heathen lands; and, within certain limits, 
the plague is stayed—a delightful earnest, that destruc- 
tions shall at length come to a perpetual end. Hail, ye 
heralds of the cross in the dark places of the earth! Hail! 
ye honored servants of the Most High, who are called to 
this divine employment of applying to the diseased and 
dying human family the grand remedy, which alone can 
reach the dire exigency of the case! Honored indeed ye 
are; and did the counsels of God permit, Aaron might now 
gladly descend from the mansions of rest, to take his stand 
by your side, between the dead and the living. 

And the men of prayer and of charitable deeds here at 
home, the energies of whose souls are roused by the dread- 
fulness of the evil and the surpassing interest of the hope 
af deliverance, and are putting forth for the removal of the 
evil and the accomplishment of the hope, their best and 
nrost earnest efforts; they too are to be regarded, feeble 
and unworthy as they are, as the ministers of Jehovah, 
called to his holy service, and standing each with his 
censer in his hand, between the dead and the living. 

Oh that we might think and act under the influence of 
feelings like these, till the ear shall be saluted from every 
continent and island with the gladdening shout— Ziv 
plague is stayed—the wrath of God is averted—the world 
_ Is transformed—Christ is exalted—and his kingdom is unk 
versally established in the hearts of the children of men. 











